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‘I feel fine’: John Grass gives update on COVID-19
diagnosis, says he hopes to return for FIU game
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/20/i-feel-fine-john-grass-gives-update-on-covid-19-diagnosis-says-he-hopes-to-returnfor-fiu-game/
October 20, 2020

Thomas Ashworth, Correspondent
Jacksonville State football head coach John Grass spoke in a press conference through
Zoom on Tuesday to provide an update on his COVID-19 diagnosis and what he expects for
the upcoming matchup against Florida International.
Grass announced last week that he tested positive for COVID-19, just two days before the
Gamecocks were set to play the rival North Alabama Lions.
“I feel fine right now,” said Grass. “I have no symptoms of COVID-19 today and I’ve been
feeling well.”
Grass said that he is hopeful to return for JSU’s matchup against Florida International this
weekend.
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“I don’t know what that looks like,” he said. “I can’t make comments about that right now.
I’m thinking and praying that’s going to happen.”
Both the guidance of the university and the Centers for Disease Control recommend a tenday isolation period for COVID-19-positive patients, though the Florida International game
is set to take place eight days after Grass announced his diagnosis.
Grass described his frustration with not being able to attend the North Alabama game and
knowing he couldn’t help the team out in any way.
“It was frustrating not being there, it was probably one of the most if not the most
frustrating things I’ve ever been through in my life, as far as not being able to be there and
not being able to help any,” he said.
Asked how he felt about the way the coaching staff managed the team during the North
Alabama game on Saturday, Grass praised both the players and the coaching staff,
detailing how well they performed despite the circumstances.
“When you’ve got a good program, everything runs whether you’re there or not there,” he
said. “It was great to see the guys play the way they did and the staff handle the situation
the way they did. I was very, very proud.”
Grass said that Jimmy Ogle, the assistant head coach, did an “outstanding job rallying
everybody” in his absence.
“There was a level of uneasiness without me there, and I think he did a good job calming
the storm and getting everybody to focus on the game and the task at hand,” he said. “This
is a game we all wondered if it would even happen this year. It’s a team we’ve broken down
all the way in the offseason.”
Asked about some keys to a Gamecock victory on Saturday against Florida International,
Grass had plenty to say on how the offense can get in the endzone more efficiently.
“We have to play well at the line of scrimmage and stop their run so they don’t keep the ball
all day,” said Grass. “We also have to be able to run the football. They put a lot in the box
and they’re good up front, and they don’t want to let you run the football. We’ve got to
continue to have those plays with Coop and Trae and be able to throw the football some as
well, so I think balance is a key offensively.”
The team’s next game will be on Oct. 23 in Miami, Fla. when the Gamecocks play against
Florida International. Kickoff is set for 6 p.m. The game will be televised on ESPN 3 and
broadcast live on WLJS 91.9 FM, the university’s student radio station.
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Gamecocks victorious over rival North Alabama Lions
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/17/gamecocks-victorious-over-rival-north-alabama-lions/
October 17, 2020

Thomas Ashworth, Correspondent
The Jacksonville State University football team narrowly defeated the University of North
Alabama Lions by a score of 24-17 on Saturday, giving the Gamecocks a 2-1 record in its
abridged fall football season.
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Despite head coach John Grass not traveling with
the team due to his COVID-19 diagnosis on
Thursday, the Gamecocks were able to pull off the
victory overseen by the rest of the coaching staff
and led by long-time assistant Jimmy Ogle.
“I’m really proud of our staff and our players for
pulling out the win,” said Grass on a post game
media teleconference. “I was just really proud of
the way we played in the second half. I thought all
three phases of the game played well after
halftime.”
After a successful field goal by North Alabama
kicker Sam Contorno, the first quarter had no more
scoring and the quarter ended with North Alabama
leading 3-0.

Assistant Head Football Coach Jimmy
Ogle led the Gamecocks in their matchup
against the University of North Alabama
on Saturday. (Matt Reynolds/JSU)

Zerrick Cooper and running back Pat Jackson led
the Gamecocks to the first touchdown of the game
in the second quarter. Wide receiver Quan Charleston had a 14 yard reception to put the
Gamecocks ahead 7-3. This was followed not much later by a rushing touchdown by UNA’s
Pat Driggers. The score was 10-7 at the end of the half with UNA leading JSU.
The Gamecocks totaled two touchdowns in the third quarter, both of which were rushing
touchdowns by Cooper. The Lions also scored another touchdown, which resulted in the
third quarter ending with the Gamecocks leading 21-17.
The fourth quarter featured great defensive holds by the Gamecocks defense, and UNA
didn’t score any more points. JSU earned three more points from a 36-yard field goal by
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Alen Karagic. After the win was sealed by an interception from Nicario Harper, the final
score was 24-17.
This was JSU’s third game of the shortened fall season and their second victory in a row.
The Gamecocks’ record improved to 2-1 after the victory, and they hope to continue the
winning streak this Saturday against Florida International in Miami, Fla.
Quarterback Zerrick Cooper paved the way to a Gamecock victory during Saturday’s
matchup. Cooper finished the night with 244 passing yards, one touchdown and 15
completions on 25 attempts. Cooper’s 61st career TD pass ties Ed Lett atop the school
record book. Cooper also rushed for 46 yards on nine attempts and accounted for two
rushing touchdowns.
Trae Barry led the team in receiving yards, with 104 receiving yards on five receptions.
Dave Russell had 50 receiving yards on three receptions, and Logan McVay had 40
receiving yards on two receptions. Quan Charleston had 14 yards on one reception, which
was also the team’s lone receiving touchdown.
Running back Uriah West led the team in rushing yards, with 49 yards on 11 attempts. The
running back core was also led by Pat Jackson, who had 29 yards on 9 attempts and Josh
Samuel who had 24 yards on seven attempts.
The Gamecocks defense was led by defensive end DJ Coleman, who had nine total tackles,
two and a half tackles for loss and a sack. Nicario Harper also helped the defense with
seven total tackles and the win-sealing interception.
The next game will be on Oct. 23 in Miami, Fla. when the Gamecocks play against Florida
International. Kickoff is set for 6 p.m. The game will be televised on ESPN 3 and broadcast
live on WLJS 91.9 FM, the university’s student radio station.
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JSU wraps up Hispanic Heritage Month with Heirloom
Taco celebration
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/17/jsu-wraps-up-hispanic-heritage-month-with-heirloom-taco-celebration/
October 17, 2020

Red Threads owner Amado Ortiz, pictured left, speaks to a packed crowd at the Hispanic Heritage
Month celebration at Heirloom Taco on Thursday. (Matt Reynolds/JSU)
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Several people filed into the tables of Heirloom Taco and filled the sidewalks as the restaurant
closes out Hispanic Heritage Month. (Matt Reynolds/JSU)
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Members of Jacksonville State’s Latin Ensemble performed on Thursday. (Matt Reynolds/JSU)
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Members of Jacksonville State’s Latin Ensemble performed on Thursday. (Matt Reynolds/JSU)
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Members of Jacksonville State’s Latin Ensemble performed on Thursday. (Matt Reynolds/JSU)
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Members of Jacksonville State’s Latin Ensemble performed on Thursday. (Matt Reynolds/JSU)
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Amado Oritz, left, and Aurelia Ugarte pose for a photo at Heirloom Taco’s Hispanic Heritage
Month celebration on Thursday. (Matt Reynolds/JSU)
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Amado Oritz, left, and Aurelia Ugarte pose for a photo at Heirloom Taco’s Hispanic Heritage
Month celebration on Thursday. (Matt Reynolds/JSU)
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Heirloom Taco hosts the JSU Latin Ensemble during the 2020 Hispanic Heritage Month
Celebration. (Matt Reynolds/JSU)

Ashleigh Crouch, Correspondent
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The month-long celebration of Hispanic Heritage
Month at Jacksonville State University came to a close
on Thursday at Heirloom Taco with authentic Mexican
food, live music courtesy of the JSU Latin Ensemble
and door prizes courtesy of Red Threads.
Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated from Sept. 15 to
Oct. 15. Jacksonville State University hosted a series of
other events in recognition of the month, including a
virtual event highlighting Latin American cuisine and
Tacos on the Quad.
Food was provided at a discount for students at the
niche taco restaurant, and there was a line out onto the
sidewalk for a table. The music could be heard all the
way to the center of the square and provided a fun and
entertaining element to this night of celebration of
Hispanic culture.

Heirloom Taco owner Aurelia
Ugarte speaks to her restaurant
crowd on Thursday about her
Hispanic heritage. (Matt
Reynolds/JSU)

Both the owner of Heirloom Taco, Aurelia Ugarte, and
the owner of Red Threads, Amado Ortiz, are alumni of JSU and spoke on what their
Hispanic heritage means to them.
Ugarte, who owns the taco restaurant alongside her husband Shane , is from Mexico and
moved to the United States at only three weeks old.
“I’ve always felt like, at least for me, that Hispanic and Latinx culture has to assimilate
when you come to the United States,” said Ugarte. “I felt ashamed of my culture for a long
time until I realized I could be Mexican and proud. Events like these are special because
they shine a light on Hispanic and Latinx culture.”
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Ugarte explained that she came to Jacksonville in 2012
because her husband’s family is from the area and that she
never expected to go to college. Later, she earned a degree
in hospitality and culinary sciences from JSU.
Ortiz stated that he was born in the Republic of Panama
and moved to Alabama later in life and that being
Hispanic and living in Alabama made him “different.”
“It wasn’t until after high school that I really came to
embrace that part of my life,” said Ortiz.
Both Ugarte and Ortiz spoke on how proud they are of
their heritage and how grateful they were to get to help
host this event.
“My husband and I love Jacksonville, but we felt like the
community was missing something,” said Ugarte. “That is
what started us on our journey to opening Heirloom
Taco.”

Red Threads owner Amado Ortiz
speaks about his Hispanic
Heritage at Heirloom Taco on
Thursday. (Matt Reynolds/JSU)
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‘It is an honor’: Drew Linn named to JSU’s Board of
Trustees
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/16/it-is-an-honor-drew-linn-named-to-jsus-board-of-trustees/
October 16, 2020

Thomas Ashworth, Correspondent
Governor Kay Ivey recently named Drew Linn to the Jacksonville State University Board of
Trustees.
Representing the 7th Congressional District, he will serve as the successor to Thomas
Dedrick, Sr., who served a 12-year term on the board.
“I started working at International Harvester while enrolled at JSU, which is what
ultimately led me to my career path,” said Linn. “Today, I’m celebrating over 43 years with
7 locations and 250 employees serving the trucking industry in Alabama. I have had the
pleasure of supporting many education programs from Pre-K through higher education,
including the State of Alabama Commission on Higher Education.”
Linn, a native of Jefferson County, graduated from Birmingham’s West End High School
before earning his bachelor’s degree in business administration from JSU in 1970. He now
owns Southland Transportation Group, a commercial truck and trailer dealer with
locations in Tuscaloosa, Montgomery, Homewood, Birmingham and Huntsville.
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He also serves on the Board of Directors for West Alabama Bank & Trust. He is a past
member of the West Alabama Regional Commission. He has been a member of the
Tuscaloosa Chamber of Commerce since 1978, which named him Businessman of the Year
in 1997.
Linn detailed his excitement with the opportunity to serve on the Board of Trustees and
what he will plan to do given the new position.
“It is an honor to be asked to serve your alma mater,” said Linn. “I am grateful, humbled
and excited to help advance the mission of JSU. I first want to become acclimated to the
processes and the landscape of the position. I am eager to work with the very talented
group of trustees and the leadership of our university.”
Asked what JSU meant to him, he responded: “JSU afforded me the opportunity to get a
wonderful education, be engaged in student activities, and form lasting relationships. The
outstanding learning environment at the University went a long way in preparing me for
my future.”
Linn and his wife, Tresa Joy Noles, have two children and three grandchildren, according
to the university, and live in Tuscaloosa.
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Jeremy Stovall named ‘Outstanding Faculty/Staff
Member of the Year’ by JSU Alumni Association
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/16/jeremy-stovall-named-outstanding-faculty-staff-member-of-the-year-by-jsu-alumniassociation/
October 16, 2020

Ally Morrison, Correspondent
Jeremy Stovall, a Jacksonville State music professor and assistant director of bands, was
presented the award of “Outstanding Faculty/Staff Member of the Year” by the JSU
Alumni Association on Friday, Oct. 9.
“I am incredibly honored to receive the JSU Alumni Association’s Outstanding
Faculty/Staff Member of the Year Award,” said Stovall. “The music faculty and students at
JSU are a joy to work with. I am very proud of the work we have done together and look
forward to many more years at JSU.”
Asked about his teaching career at the university, Stovall detailed that this marks his
fifteenth year as a faculty member. This semester, Stovall teaches courses such as
Introduction to Conducting, Marching Band Techniques and Symphonic Band.
Stovall said he had the opportunity to perform with the Marching Southerners at the Bands
of America Grand National Championships in 2019 and traveled to Rome, Italy for the
Southerners’ performance in the World Peace Parade earlier that year.
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He also performed at the Pearl Harbor 75th Anniversary Commemoration in 2016, as well
as the London New Years Day Parade in 2012.
Renée Baptiste, the JSU Department of Music’s director of music education, spoke highly
of Stovall and noted the positive contributions he brings to the department. Baptiste
described Stovall as “a great colleague with much energy and enthusiasm in his field.”
“He is a gifted conductor as shown by the invites he gets to guest conduct ensembles such
as the University of Alabama Winds Ensemble, the Dekalb County Honor Band, and the
Mississippi All-State Band,” said Baptiste.
“In the David L. Walters Department of Music, he developed the Marching Band
Techniques class, which well-serves our pre-service music educators as they prepare to
become future band directors,” she continued. “As Assistant Director of the Marching
Southerners, he contributes much to the development of this exciting ensemble.”

2/2

JSU football head coach John Grass tests positive for
COVID-19
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/15/breaking-jsu-football-head-coach-john-grass-tests-positive-for-covid-19/
October 16, 2020

Scott Young, Editor in Chief
Jacksonville State University football head coach John Grass announced in a statement
Thursday that he received a positive test for COVID-19.
“Upon receiving notification of the positive result, I immediately began to follow our
protocols for positive tests and went into self isolation at home,” said Grass. “I am
confident in the protocols we have in place to handle positive results.”
The announcement comes only a day after University of Alabama head football coach Nick
Saban tested positive for COVID-19, and two days before the Gamecocks’ matchup against
the University of North Alabama.
Grass said that he will not be in attendance at Saturday’s game, but will “remain involved
remotely and continue to oversee our team’s preparations for Saturday’s game at North
Alabama.”
Assistant head coach Jimmy Ogle will oversee the Gamecocks’ performance in Florence,
Ala.
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Grass, 52, assumed the role as head coach in 2014, after becoming assistant head coach
and offensive coordinator in 2013. The Gamecocks are also set to play Florida
International on Oct. 23.
View Grass’s full statement:
Statement from @JSUGamecocksFB Head Coach @Coach_Grass
pic.twitter.com/YvHDdqPD1v
— Jacksonville State Athletics (@JSUGamecocks) October 16, 2020

2/2

JSU professor shares his experience, challenges as a
gay man living in Alabama
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/15/jsu-professor-shares-his-experience-challenges-as-a-gay-man-living-in-alabama/
October 15, 2020

Miranda Prescott, News Editor
Jacksonville State University hosted its second annual Lunch and Learn on Wednesday,
where guest speaker Freddy Clements, a JSU drama professor, shared his experiences
being a member of the LGBTQ+ community in Alabama.
“When I first came to JSU, things were very different than they are today,” said Clements,
the first openly gay professor at JSU. “You could not be open about your sexuality. I was
told that if I wanted to pursue a personal life, I would have to take it to Atlanta.”
Clements first came to JSU in 1988 and has been here for 33 years. He married his
husband, Rainer, in Maryland in 2013.
Clements said that he and his husband were among the first same-sex couples to be legally
married in Alabama, as they went out of state and came back, explaining that it was
“something we never thought we would have.”
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“I remember us being very nervous about going to HR and filling out the paperwork that
comes with being legally married,” says Clements, “But people came from around their
desks and hugged us, telling us congratulations. That moment nearly brought tears to our
eyes.”
Clements also told other stories that were a part of his experiences being gay, such as an
early moment in life when he was in the second grade and a man was “stabbed to death” in
his town. He said that this action was justified by his mother, as she called the victim “one
of those.”
Clements said it was moments like this that would go on to “haunt” him for the next 11
years.
“I was in the second grade and learning about the varying degrees of sin,” he said. “I
thought that it must have been a pretty bad sin for someone to kill you over it.”
Clements detailed a personal experience going to Billy Graham tent revivals with his family
and afterwards being convinced that he would be sent to hell for his sexual orientation. He
also tells of the day he came out to his mother, who then went to confront her pastor and
was told her son was going to hell but was “curable” of being gay.
Clements also spoke about the pivotal people that were involved in the anti-LGBTQ
movement, such as Anita Bryant, whose platform made it so in Florida that members of the
LGBTQ+ community were not considered fit parents in the late 1970s.
“Her anti-gay crusade caused many lives to be ruined and many families to be torn apart,”
he said.
He also discussed the birth of the LGBTQ+ movement, which he said was begun by
religious groups to push different alleged goals of the LGBTQ+ community and mark it
with a negative stigma.
“The goals of the LGBTQ+ community are not any of these,” he said. “It is to be protected
against violent crimes, to be married and get a job and keep it. It is to be allowed to adopt
and parent as LGBTQ+ couples.”
Clements went on to discuss James Byrd and Matthew Shepard, whose deaths in Texas
helped spark a movement to create the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes
Prevention Act in 2009, which recognizes targeting someone for their sexual orientation as
a federal hate crime.
However, while 31 states have sexual orientation listed as part of their state hate crime
laws, Alabama does not, even with a movement in 1994 to do so that was sparked by the
murder of Billy Jack Gaither in Sylacauga.
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Despite his experiences, Clements said that he still has a very strong spiritual relationship
and says that he is “a Christian who just so happens to be gay.”
When Clements was 19, he spent the summer acting in a religious-based story and when he
heard the person playing Paul read a verse from 1 Corinthians, he had a realization.
“Love is patient, love is kind,” reads 1 Corinthians 13:4. “It does not envy, it does not boast,
it is not proud.”
Clements said he then recognized that the underlying theme of the New Testament was
love, and that Christians who were using religious beliefs to show hatred to others were not
Christians.
“I’m a good person, or at least I try to be,” he said. “When people meet me, and realize that
I’m gay, I hope they think, ‘oh my gosh, he is a talented artist and an awesome professor
who looks out for his students. He goes to church and helps out in the community. He is a
fun person and a good friend.’”
Clements also talked about his experiences with LGBTQ+ students who would come to his
door with tears in their eyes.
“The first thing they need to know is that they are loved, that they are accepted,” said
Clements. “Then, I tell them that God doesn’t make mistakes. Usually, if they aren’t crying
by that point, that will make them start. Even if they aren’t religious they need to know that
they aren’t a mistake.”
The Lunch and Learn was a part of the university’s initiative to celebrate LGBTQ+ History
Month on campus and was sponsored by the Office of Diversity and Inclusion.
Some of the events of the month include Safe Zone Trainings, a Scripted Studio Play
Reading Series sponsored by the Drama Department, a production of “The Laramie
Project,” and PDF files that were available for students to use during Coming Out Week to
signify their personal coming out story or their allyship. The office also provided PDF files
of small circles that students could use to signify their preferred pronouns to others while
on campus.
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JSU hosts virtual United Nations Day Tea
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/15/jsu-hosts-virtual-united-nations-day-tea/
October 15, 2020

Anna Gurganus, Correspondent
The Jacksonville State University International House hosted United Nations Day Tea
Sunday, Oct. 11, 2020.
The event began at 2 p.m. and was held on Facebook Live on the front lawn of the
International House.
UN Day Tea is a tradition of JSU that exhibits cultural performances by the members of the
International House. The program started with an introduction by Chandni KhadkaWalsh, the director of the International House and Programs.
Next, JSU President Don Killingsworth, gave a speech about the International House and
the status of it. He was followed by a few more honored speakers.
Afterwards, the members of the International House introduced themselves. The House
consists of 20 American students and 20 international students. Each international
student is from a different country and rooms with an American student.
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For the remainder of the event, the students performed several different acts. This included
different cultural dances, songs, poetry and more. The students worked together to
successfully display performances that exhibited lifestyles of various countries.
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JSU Organization Spotlight: Sigma Alpha Omega
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/15/jsu-organization-spotlight-sigma-alpha-omega/
October 15, 2020

Breanna Hill, Features Editor
Jacksonville State University’s Beta Delta chapter of Sigma Alpha Omega was chartered in
2017. Despite being a newer organization on campus, SAO continues to grow its
membership with each passing year.
Sisters of Sigma Alpha Omega are required to receive a service credit and fundraiser credit
to maintain their membership.
“Our philanthropy is Ovarian Cancer Awareness, so we always have at least one service
project centered around that,” said MacKenzie Taylor, president of Sigma Alpha Omega.
Sigma Alpha Omega’s biggest event is their annual “Crunch-A-Thon.” This event is held to
“crunch out Ovarian Cancer” and is one of their proudest ongoing achievements.
On a daily basis, the sisters hold socials, bible studies and even business meetings. A fun
aspect to the socials and bible studies are that they are themed. Halloween socials are
popular and include pumpkin carvings and movie nights.
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With COVID in mind, this organization holds as many virtual meetings and outdoor
activities as they possibly can. Navigating the “new normal” is challenging, but Sigma
Alpha Omega is continuing to hold sister activities safely.
Virtual meetings on Teams is the new go-to for these sisters. Oftentimes, the socials and
bible studies conducted are at the library, a sister’s apartment, or even outdoors on the
quad.
The organization is all about striving to be a Godly presence on campus. The sisters want to
contribute to the community and campus in a positive way that brings about kindness and
joy. The motto these members live by is “One in Christ through Unity in Sisterhood.”
The only requirement needed to be considered for a bid is that you’re a Christian female.
Beta Delta currently has 28 active sisters, seven associate sisters and 18 new members.
Getting involved with the organization can be done by going to the fall and spring
recruitment events held. For more information on Sigma Alpha Omega, visit their website
at www.saojsu.wixsite.com/betadelta.
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Second presidential debate canceled after Trump
rejects virtual debate
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/15/second-presidential-debate-canceled-after-trump-rejects-virtual-debate/
October 15, 2020

Scott Leathrum, Correspondent
The Commission on Presidential Debates canceled the second debate which was meant to
be held today after President Donald Trump rejected the commission’s decision to host a
virtual debate.
“I’m not gonna waste my time on a virtual debate,” said Trump. “You sit behind a
computer and do a debate, it’s ridiculous. And then they cut you off whenever they want.”
This decision follows the recent diagnosis of Trump, who tested positive for COVID-19 on
Oct. 2. The president has since tested negative.
The commission unanimously decided to hold the event virtually, however, Trump’s
campaign objected. Both the Joe Biden and Trump campaigns have opted to hold
competing town halls.
Trump said that he is in high spirits about his health, explaining that he felt “better than
[he has] in a long time” during a public statement after leaving the hospital.
It is unclear when or how Trump caught the virus, but it is believed it could have been at
1/2

the announcement event for Trump’s Supreme Court pick Amy Coney Barrett that was
held at the White House on Sept. 26.
This event has come to be known as a “super-spreader” event because many people who
attended said they tested positive for COVID-19.
The final presidential debate will be held on Oct. 22 and, at this time, both candidates have
agreed to meet for it and the commission is focusing its plans on holding it as the last
debate of 2020 before the Nov. 3 election.
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OPINION: Consider shelter adoptions this coming
holiday season
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/15/opinion-consider-shelter-adoptions-this-coming-holiday-season/
October 15, 2020

Angelica Luna, Correspondent
It is getting close to the time of year in which puppies and kittens are being sought after as
presents for loved ones. Many people are going to start looking for fur-babies on Facebook
groups, in pet stores, and on breeders’ websites.
Other places to look for new family additions, such as shelters and rescue centers, should
be taken into consideration because these organizations open new doors for the searching
family and the animals themselves.
There are many local shelters that work to search for, rescue, and rehabilitate animals in
order to be adopted by loving families. Although many people’s first instinct is to window
shop at pet stores, there are thousands of lives to be saved when looking into the options
local shelters provide.
According to a blog from the National Human Society, over 2.7 million animals in United
States shelters are euthanized every year. There are many other animals waiting to be
rescued, but due to overpopulation, there isn’t much shelters can do to help.
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This website covers a great deal of information that helps people understand the benefits of
adopting from shelters rather than breeders and pet shops.
One thing future pet-parents need to consider is that they are not only saving the animal
they choose from a shelter, they are also opening the opportunity for another animal to be
rescued. The animals they choose are given a new family, and other animals in need of
help are given the chance to be healthy and happy.
Some say the emotional reward from a rescue will provide as much satisfaction as the
money saved from adopting from a shelter, and knowing another spot has opened for an
animal in need.
Dr. Diane Pomerance, the author of a variety of pet rescue books such as Animal
Companions: In Our Hearts, and a regular volunteer with the SPCA Texas and Visiting
Therapy Dogs of GTDOG, states, “[…] to provide a loving home and care for animals that
have suffered (in so many cases) is a privilege. Their gratitude is reward enough, but these
dogs also give us unconditional love, loyalty, friendship and companionship.”
According to the blog, shelter adoptions are much cheaper than breeder or pet store prices.
The unconditional love from these rescues is the same love from animals that cost
hundreds, even thousands of dollars more.
Another thing to consider is the damage caused by certain adoption facilities such as puppy
mills. Puppy mills are breeding facilities in order to gain profit, without taking the welfare
of these animals into consideration. By adopting animals from shelters, you fight against
careless places like puppy mills.
If you or someone you know is looking for a new family addition, look into The Shelter Pet
Project, The Humane Society Pet Rescue and Adoption Center , as well as local animal
shelters to find the perfect rescue animal to give a better life.

2/2

JSU Drama Department to present ‘The Laramie Project’
as part of LGBT History Month
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/15/jsu-drama-department-to-present-the-laramie-project-as-part-of-lgbt-history-month/
October 15, 2020

Breanna Hill, Features Editor
The Jacksonville State University Department of Drama began selling tickets today for its
production of “The Laramie Project,” beginning Oct. 30.
“It’s a story that should not be forgotten and is a story that is still relevant today,” said
Freddy Clements, a JSU drama professor.
Clements is working as wardrobe and makeup designer for the upcoming production and
believes that the audience can take away a crucial life lesson from the play.
“Viewers can witness a community forced to face a dark element within the community,”
said Clements.
“The Laramie Project” follows the story of the reaction to the murder of University of
Wyoming student Matthew Shepard back in 1998. Shepard was gay and the victim of a
hate crime that caused his death.
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Following his death, members from New York City’s very own Tectonic Theater Project
traveled to Wyoming to interview members of the community about Matthew and observe
how the town reacted and was affected by his death.
Out of the notes produced by the Tectonic Theater Project came the masterpiece of “The
Laramie Project” which discusses Matthew’s murder and the town’s reaction to the
unbelievable news.
Shephard’s murder is one of the most notable and unforgettable hate crimes that happened
in the nation. “The Laramie Project” is a play that continues to be presented all around the
nation in hopes of sharing an important message about how these kinds of crimes do exist,
and they should never happen.
Due to COVID-19 guidelines, “The Laramie Project” will be streaming online. Tickets are
$10. To purchase tickets, visit www.jsudrama.com or call 256-782-5648.
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An overview of the presidential candidates that made it
on the ballot in Alabama
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/15/an-overview-of-the-presidential-candidates-that-made-it-on-the-ballot-in-alabama/
October 15, 2020

Madison Bailey, Correspondent
The United States presidential election will take place on Tuesday, Nov. 3. The polls in
Alabama will open at 7 a.m. and close at 7 p.m.
This election looks very different in comparison to past general elections due to the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic. Aspects of campaigning, political conventions, rallies and
presidential debates have been canceled or altered as a result of the pandemic.
The voter registration deadline in Alabama is set for Monday, Oct. 19. The deadline to
submit an absentee ballot application is Thursday, Oct. 29 and the absentee ballot hand
delivery/postmark deadline is set for Nov. 2 — the day before the election.
There are three presidential candidates that made it on the ballot in Alabama: Democrat
Joe Biden, Republican Donald Trump and Libertarian Jo Jorgensen.
Joe Biden (Democrat)
“Restore The Soul of America”
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Joe Biden has been an American politician for a large portion of his life. He graduated from
the University of Delaware with a bachelor’s degree in both history and political science in
1965.
He then earned a law degree from Syracuse University in 1968. Following graduation,
Biden practiced law at a firm in Wilmington, Delaware, while also becoming active in the
Democratic Party. He was elected to the New Castle County Council in 1970 and, soon
after, established his own law firm.
In 1972, Biden ran for the United States Senate as a Democratic candidate for the state of
Delaware. He won the position and, at the age of 29, became the fifth youngest U.S.
Senator in history. Biden served as a United States Senator for 36 years. During that time,
he held the title of Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee for twelve years
and Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee for sixteen years.
Most notably in his political career, Biden served as the 47th Vice President of the United
States for two terms with President Barack Obama from 2009 to 2017. At the end of their
final term in office, President Obama awarded Biden the Presidential Medal of Freedom
with Distinction, America’s highest civilian honor.
After fulfilling his second and final term as Vice President, Biden developed the Biden
Foundation, the Biden Cancer Initiative, the Penn Biden Center for Diplomacy and Global
Engagement and the Biden Institute at the University of Delaware.
Biden’s platform:
Raising the living standard of middle-class Americans.
Modernizing America’s immigration system, reclaiming America’s commitment to
asylum-seekers and refugees, addressing the root causes of irregular migration,
implementing effective border screening, etc.
Making the wealthy and corporations pay their fair share and providing tax relief for
working families.
Advocating for women’s rights: economic security, equal pay, access to reproductive
health care, ending violence and discrimination against women, etc.
Developing the Affordable Care Act by giving Americans more options, lowering
health care costs and reforming the American health care system to minimize its
complexity — “Health care is a right for all, not a privilege for just a few.”
Ensuring that America achieves a 100% clean energy economy no later than 2050.
Equality for the LGBTQ community: protecting the LGBTQ community against
violence and discrimination, ensuring fair treatment of LGBTQ individuals in the
criminal justice system, gathering and analyzing data to fully support the LGBTQ
community, etc.
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Donald Trump (Republican)
“Keep America Great”
Donald Trump is seeking re-election and currently serves as the 45th President of the
United States. Trump attended Fordham University before transferring to the University of
Pennsylvania’s Wharton School of Finance and Commerce, where he earned his bachelor’s
degree in economics in 1968.
After graduating from college, Trump worked for his father’s company before officially
taking over the real-estate business in 1974. He rebranded the company by giving it a new
name: the Trump Organization.
The Trump Organization quickly became invested in a variety of hotels, casinos, residential
housing, golf courses, estates, and resorts, among many other properties. From there, it
was all uphill for the New York City real-estate developer and businessman.
In 1984, Trump was honored as the Entrepreneur of the Year at his alma mater, the
Wharton School of Finance and Commerce. He has authored and co-authored many books
over the years, but his first and most successful book was “The Art of the Deal,” which was
published in 1987.
He also produced a reality television show called “The Apprentice” in 2004 that aired until
2015. In 2015, Trump announced his candidacy for President and accepted the Republican
nomination for the general election of 2016 a year later, where he went on to defeat
Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton.
Trump is the third President to be impeached by the U.S. House of Representatives;
however, he was acquitted by the U.S. Senate.
Trump’s platform:
Bettering the job market by creating 10 million new jobs in 10 months, creating one
million new small businesses, cutting taxes to increase take-home pay, enacting fair
trade deals that protect American jobs, expanding opportunity zones, etc.
Ending illegal immigration: continuing the construction of the border wall, closing
sanctuary cities, requiring new immigrants to financially support themselves,
blocking illegal immigrants from eligibility for taxpayer-funded welfare and
healthcare, etc.
Defending American values by protecting the freedoms of religious believers and
organizations, supporting Second Amendment rights, protecting unborn life, etc.
An “America First” foreign policy in which allies pay their fair share, military strength
is maintained and expanded, a cybersecurity defense system and missile defense
system are built, and troops are brought home after ending wars
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Improving healthcare by cutting prescription drug prices and healthcare insurance
premiums, ending surprise billing, protecting social security and medicare, covering
all pre-existing conditions, and ending the Affordable Care Act
Jo Jorgensen (Libertarian)
“Let Her Speak”
Joanne Jorgensen is an academic and an activist in the Libertarian Party. She graduated
from Baylor University with a bachelor’s degree in psychology in 1979 and earned her
master’s degree in business administration from Southern Methodist University in 1980.
For a couple of years, Jorgensen worked as a marketing representative for the
International Business Machines Corporation.
In 1983, she officially joined the Libertarian Party and also self-started a software sales
business. Eventually, she became a partner of a software duplication company called
Digitech and, at a later point, took on the role of Digitech’s president.
Throughout her working career, Jorgensen also remained active in politics. She served as
the state vice chair as well as the national marketing director for the Libertarian Party. She
ran for South Carolina’s 4th Congressional district as a Libertarian candidate in 1992, and
she was the Libertarian Vice-Presidential nominee with Presidential nominee Harry
Browne in the 1996 general election.
Jorgensen obtained her doctorate in industrial and organizational psychology from
Clemson University in 2002. That same year, she also founded a business consulting
company. She has worked at Clemson University as a full-time Senior Lecturer of
Psychology since 2006. Jorgensen has always been active in the Libertarian party, but she
is officially the first woman to be selected as the Libertarian Party’s Presidential nominee.
Jorgensen’s platform:
Making the government much smaller and eliminating the federal income tax “so you
can keep what you earn”
Minimizing all aspects of federal spending by vetoing spending bills, ending the
Federal Reserve, and cutting government spending “across my entire agenda,
whether it is in health care, military, criminal justice, or education”
Pro-immigration: reforming the immigration process and creating a clear pathway to
citizenship, expanding visas, repealing arbitrary quotas on the number of people who
can legally enter the United States to work, visit, or reside, etc.
Free market healthcare in which real price competition lowers the cost of healthcare
and the overall reduction of paperwork makes new medicines/procedures available
to patients as quickly and safely as possible
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Bridging the gap between fiscal responsibility and environmental conservation as
well as reducing barriers that harbor existing energy sources such as fossil fuels and
ultimately impede competition and innovation
Non-interventionism: shaping America into “one giant Switzerland” that is neutral
and protected by both an armed citizenry and a military force to defend America
against any foreign attackers or invaders
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JSU offering free flu vaccines at Kennamer Hall, Student
Health Center
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/15/jsu-offering-free-flu-vaccines-at-kennamer-hall-student-health-center/
October 15, 2020

Thomas Ashworth, Correspondent
Jacksonville State University is offering free influenza vaccines to students as the campus
prepares for flu season.
There are two locations where students can get their flu shot: every Tuesday in October
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the gym of Kennamer Hall and any time through the Student
Health Center.
“The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates that each year there are from
nine to 45 million illnesses due to influenza,” said Jeff Ryan, JSU’s COVID-19 task force
head. “Of those cases, there are 140,000 to 810,000 hospitalizations; and 12,000 to 61,000
deaths annually since 2010. Getting the annual influenza vaccine is the best thing you can
do to prevent it.”
One common misconception among vaccine skeptics is that the flu shot can give you the
flu. Both the CDC and Ryan explain that this isn’t true.
“Contrary to popular belief, the ‘flu shot’ doesn’t give you the flu,” he said. “It provokes
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your immune system to produce a protective antibody response so that when you become
infected your body can muster a quick defense that keeps the infection from taking hold.”
Ryan also spoke about how the COVID-19 pandemic could potentially complicate the flu
season and to be aware of similar symptoms.
“COVID-19 presents very much like the flu,” said Ryan. “Some of the symptoms are
similar, especially early in the course of infection. As we go into flu season, we’d like very
much to eliminate the number of flu cases on campus.”
Ryan further explained that cases of the flu will place additional strain on the Student
Health Center, which has been grappling with COVID-19.
“Anyone who presents to the clinic with a flu-like illness will be initially suspected for
COVID-19,” he said. “The fewer cases of flu that we have to contend with, the better.”
Flu shots are also being offered to employees of Jacksonville State University through the
Alabama Department of Public Health. Upcoming dates for employees to get vaccinated are
Oct. 22 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Nov. 9 from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m., but you must
schedule an appointment in advance and bring an insurance card.
You can also stop by Walgreens on Pelham Road to receive a flu vaccine for no charge.
“Every measure that you are taking to keep you safe from COVID-19 will work for
influenza,” said Ryan. “So, frequent hand washing, maintaining social distance, masking
when in public and avoiding large gatherings will keep you from getting sick.”
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JSU defeats Mercer, 34-28, in rain-soaked home opener
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/11/jsu-defeats-mercer-34-28-in-rain-soaked-home-opener/
October 11, 2020

Thomas Ashworth, Correspondent
The Gamecocks were able to pull off a 34-28 victory against the Mercer Bears on Saturday
despite the torrential downpour gifted by remnants of Hurricane Delta and the Bears’
opening touchdown.
“It didn’t really affect us,” said JSU Quarterback Zerrick Cooper of the torrential
downpour. “I think we did a great job of running the ball. As far as throwing goes, I just
took what the defense gave me and I’m just happy to have a win.”
This game also served as JSU’s homecoming game, with the homecoming court and the
alumni of the year being honored at halftime.
This was JSU’s lone home game of the season after the Ohio Valley Conference announced
they would not allow teams to play conference games, but teams were allowed to play four
non-conference games. These Ohio Valley Conference games have been pushed back to
spring, where the Gamecocks will compete in seven competitions.
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After last week’s 24-41 loss to the Florida State Seminoles , the Gamecocks were hungry for
a win. After the Bears scored on the opening kickoff, the first quarter ended with Mercer
leading Jacksonville State 14-3, with JSU’s lone first quarter points coming from Alen
Karajic’s 38-yard field goal.
The Gamecocks offense began to come alive in the second quarter, with JSU scoring 24
unanswered points. After Alen Karajic’s second successful 43-yard field goal, Pat Jackson
ran the ball in for a touchdown after rushing for 22 yards in the drive. Quarterback Zerrick
Cooper had a pair of rushing touchdowns to follow, with help from running backs Uriah
West and Josh Samuel to help reach the end zone. At the end of the half JSU led Mercer by
a score of 27-14.
Both team’s defenses were showcased in the third quarter. Darius Joiner accounted for
seven tackles and Kolbi Fuqua accounted for four and a half tackles and one tackle for loss.
The only points scored in this quarter was from a passing touchdown by Mercer’s Harrison
Frost. At the end of the third quarter, the Gamecocks still led the Bears by a score of 27-21.
In the fourth quarter, another JSU touchdown was accounted for, but by the defense. After
a complete pass by Mercer, JSU’s Kolbi Fuqua forced a fumble from the reciever. After the
fumble, the ball was recovered by Nicario Harper and ran 64 yards for a touchdown and
JSU led 34-21. Late into the 4th quarter, Mercer scored another touchdown on a 30-yard
passing play. However, Mercer could not come up with the onside kick recovery and JSU
won the game 34-28.
“It was not a clean game and we could have played a lot better,” said John Grass, JSU’s
football head coach. “Overall, we did what we had to do to win the game. I thought our guys
took care of the ball, which is a bright spot. Defensively, we played with about six or seven
defensive starters. I knew it was going to take a series or two to catch up with that offense,
and probably about the third or fourth series we caught up with it. Overall, defensively, I
was pretty pleased. It’s good to get out of it with a win.”
Quarterback Zerrick Cooper went 12-18 and threw for 139 yards, with no passing
touchdowns or interceptions. He also had 29 rushing yards on 12 attempts and accounted
for two rushing touchdowns.
After his eight completion of the game, Cooper moved past Ed Lett and into second place
on the JSU all-time passing yards list, with a total of 7,153 yards. The school record of
7,652 yards is held by Eli Jenkins.
Tight end Trae Berry finished the game with 84 yards on 4 receptions and showcased great
blocking as well. Gamecock running backs rushed for a total of 127 yards, being led by Pat
Jackson who accounted for 62 of them.
The Gamecocks’ next game will be on Oct. 17 against North Alabama. The game will be at
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Braly Stadium in Florence, Ala. This will be the first time JSU has been to Braly Stadium
since defeating Pittsburg State in the 1992 Division II National Championship Game.
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JSU presents ‘Tocqueville Lecture Series’ on American
democracy
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/10/jsu-presents-tocqueville-lecture-series-on-american-democracy/
October 10, 2020

Ally Morrison, Correspondent
The first installment of the Tocqueville Lecture Series discussing American democracy
kicked off on Thursday, hosted by the Jacksonville State University Department of Political
Science.
The department welcomed Nicholas Buccola as its first guest presenter, a professor of
political science at Linfield University in McMinnville, Ore., where he teaches courses in
political theory and public law. Buccola is also an author and lecturer who is well-versed in
governmental history.
“His essays have appeared in scholarly journals including The Review of Politics and
Political Thought as well as popular outlets such as The New York Times, Salon, The
Baltimore Sun and Dissent,” said Ben Gross, a JSU professor of political science, of
Buccola.
He continues by referencing a few of Buccola’s works, such as “The Fire Is Upon Us”, along
with “The Political Thought of Frederick Douglass: In Pursuit of American Liberty”.
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The lecture is funded by a grant from the Jack Miller Center for Teaching America’s
Founding Principles and History, a public charity that “works with professors and
educators to ensure every student has the opportunity to learn the history and principles at
the heart of American political life,” according to the organization’s website.
The goal of the lecture was to explore the historical and political inspiration behind
Buccola’s new book, “The Fire Is Upon Us,” which will detail various causes and intense
debates of the racial divide which exists in America, and how this has influenced citizens’
accessibility to the well-known concept of ‘The American Dream.”
“What our history means, and our understanding of our history, manifests itself and our
responsibility to the present,” said Buccola.
In his lecture, Buccola explores in detail and compares the political career of conservative
author and political figure William F. Buckley Jr, to that of the American author and civil
rights activist James Baldwin.
William Buckley can be characterized as the “founding father of American conservatism,”
while James Baldwin was focused mainly on the struggle of liberation among black men in
America during the same time period. It is important to note that while Baldwin and
Buckley had major political differences, they shared one thing in common: an immense
love for the country they call home.
The clash of tension between these two during their world famous debate at Cambridge in
1965 was notable. With the national election just around the corner and the current state of
unrest our country is facing racially, the debate between Buckley and Baldwin serves to
understand the root of the issues at hand.
After analyzing the lives and careers of Buckley and Baldwin, Buccola opened up the floor
to questions. When his lecture invited viewers to send in responses, Buccola was taken
back to see the comment section erupting with inquisition.
Asked by a viewer if Buccola could relate his presentation to the future of American
democracy, he said, “History is present in everything we do. Thinking about [history] is
worth doing because it matters to how we make sense of our responsibilities politically and
as citizens.”
The lecture presented an opportunity to students and faculty of Jacksonville State
University to engage with Buccola on the relevance of that history today. By supplying
input and asking questions, a well-rounded dialogue of social justice and civil rights was
created.
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By analyzing the important works of both parties, and watching snippets of the infamous
political debate between James Baldwin and William Buckley, listeners were able to
examine the significance of racial tensions in America.
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‘It’s great to return home’: Kinesiology Department
settles into renovated Stephenson Hall
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/10/10/its-great-to-return-home-kinesiology-department-settles-into-renovated-stephensonhall/
October 10, 2020

Coley Birchfield, Correspondent
Faculty and staff of Jacksonville State University officially unveiled a newly-transformed
wing of Stephenson Hall on Thursday which will house various aspects of the Department
of Kinesiology.
A ribbon cutting ceremony outside of Stephenson Hall on Thursday celebrated the
conversion of racquetball courts into fitness rooms and a Human Performance Lab.
“It’s great to return home,” said Gina Mabrey, the head of the Department of Kinesiology.
The Department of Kinesiology, which was used for exercise science upon construction in
1939, had primarily been operating from Pete Mathews Coliseum, according to Mabrey.
Some new aspects of the facility include: lecture rooms, collaboration spaces for learning,
two fitness rooms offering eleven fitness classes, and the Human Performance Lab.
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JSU faculty cut the ribbon on new renovations in Stephenson Hall. (Coley Birchfield/The
Chanticleer)
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Students from the Department of Kinesiology were able to demonstrate the VO2 Max Test,
which measures the maximum amount of oxygen a body can utilize during exercise. This,
along with a Dexa Body Composition Scanner will assist athletes and Exercise Science
students in maintaining healthy lifestyles, according to Mabrey.
“I just walk around remembering what it used to be,” said JSU President Don
Killingsworth, describing the pool tables, racquetball courts and couches that formerly
filled the area. “Thank you to all the faculty and staff. This is a showpiece now and an
addition to a popular major.”
The renovations to Stephenson Hall are among several that have been completed or are
still in progress around campus, though some stem from an EF-3 tornado that caused
major structural damage on campus in 2018.
JSU welcomed back music students and Southerners to a renovated Mason Hall this
semester, after it sustained tornado damage in 2018, and features updated classes, offices,
a new recital hall and new practice rooms. The university also finalized improvements to
the Gamecock Athletic Sports Performance Center earlier this year and is remodeling parts
of Houston Cole Library to house a Student Success Center.
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The updates unveiled on Thursday were available after the University Recreation
Department moved next door to the Recreation and Fitness Center.
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